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_ ¢] Return you Thanks for your Prefent of Cato: 


SABER DS 


“ing, as you know, engaged in the Reading of Di- 
* vinity, and converfant chiefly in the Poetry of the 
© truly Infpired Writers. 1 {carce thought any Mo- 


a. 


.. -Bumber of my Correfpondents, but none 


of take it: ilLthat I: give the Pre- 


_. ference to the Leters which come from a 


- Learned Body, and which on-this accafion may not 
be termed the Planfus Academici. The 


is from my Lady Lizard’s youngeft Son, who | 


| mentioned.in a former Precantion) is Fellow 


and applies himfelf to the-Study of 


- 


al 


‘"} have read it over feveral’ times: with the 


‘-yreateft Attention: and Pleafure imaginable; You, 

2 Fete to know my Thoughts of ‘it,, and at the: 
* fame time compliment me upon my Knowledge 

© of che Ancient Poets ; perhaps you may no¢ allow 


meto be a good Judge of: them, when I tell you, 
“that the Tragedy of Cato exceeds, in my Opinion, 


“any-of the Dramatick Pieces of the Ancients, “But 


‘-thofe are Books Ihave fome time fince laid by, be- 


dern. Tragedy would have mixed fuitably with fuch 
‘ ferious Studies, and little imagined to have found — 
‘ fach exquifite Poetry, much lefs/fuch-exalted Sen- 


‘timents of Virtue in the Dramatick Performance’ 


of a Cotemporary: 


elegant, jot and virtuous is that RefleQi- 


¢.on.of Porsins? | 


Ways of Heav’n are dark and intricate, 


Puzzled in Mazes, and perplext with Errors; 
Dar. Underftanding sraces "em in vain, 
Loft and bewilder 


Nor: where the Regular Confusion ends. 


‘ cularly pointing at thefe Places, is, that fuch vir- 


.* tuous:and meral Sentiments were never before 


put into the Mouth of a Britifo AGor ; and con- 


* gratulate my Countrymen on the Virtue they have 


(Price Two Pence.) 


HE Tragedy of Cato has encreafed the 


Applaufe. ~ 


“Nor fees with bow much Art the Windings rum, 
| © (you fay) it was receiv’d, muft certainly 


fhown in giving them (as fuch loud 


* and repeated Applaufes. 


hey have now cleared 
* themfelves of the Imputation -which 5 


a larce Writer 


> 


me leave to tran{cribe,:his Words,: 

Inthe Scene of the Self 

Tormentor, when ong. of-the old Men accufes the 

other Of for, ;iuterpofitig: in his “Af- 
yaniwers, Ma 


_* bad thrown upon’em in his.so2d Speculasion, Give 


fairs, rs, ams, cannot be 

“ Sealing any Shep cas arrive Man: is 
faid this Sentgpce was, received :with Univerfal 
dBere cannas .be: a. greater Arpument 
‘of the Underftanding ‘of: .a:People, 
fudden Confent to ;give: theie Approbation 
“ of a Sentiment which has Emotion in it. 

© If were Tpoken.-with ,never-fo great Skill in 
‘Aétor, the manner of-uttering:that Sentence 
“ could have nothing in jt, which could !ftrike any | 


but Pedple of the greatelt Humanity,; nay People 
elegant and skillfyl:in Obfervations upan’its: It 
‘is poffible he might have>laid bis::Hanc om his 
Breaft,~ and with a in. his 


«© Countebance, exprefied'to his. Neighbow?, thathe 


was.a Man wha made his Cafe his own; PH 
‘¢- engage a Player might hitfuchan 
“¢ Attitude a thoufand times before he would have 


“ been regarded. ” “Thefe Obfervations, infavour | 
of the’ Roma People, mzy now be. very juaftly 


‘ apply’d ro. our -own Nation. 


Here will I bold, If there’s 2 Pow’r above us, 
(And that there is, all Nature cries aloud 
Through all, ber- Works) muft delight in Virtue ; 
And dé which He delights in muft be-happy: 


“© This will -be allowed, T'hope, to be a9,vireu- 
Gus a Sentiment as that which. he quotes.oat of 
‘ Jerente';; and the general Applaufe with | 


nike 


© Writer (notwihftanding his great Affurance in 

6. Cato’s Soliloquy at the beginning of the fifth A@ - 
_ © isinimitable, asindeed is almoft every thing in the _ 
‘ whole Play; but what I would obferve, by parti-» 


* pronouncing upon our ill Tafte) alter bis Opini- 
©‘ onof his Countrymen. 

¢ Our Poetry, believe, and not our Morals;has 
been generally: worfe than that of the. ‘Romans; 


© for ’tis plain, When we can equal the beft Drama- 


* tick Performance of that polite Age, a Brsti/b Au- 

* dience may vie with the Roman Theatre in the Vir- 

* tue of their Applaufes. | 
How- 
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